September L, 1969

EILL OF RIGHTS COMMITTEE MEETING
Constitutional Convention

The weekly meeting of the Bill of Rights Commititee of the First Guam Cons-
titutional Convention was called to order by Committee Cheirman Joseph F. Ada on
Thursday, September L, 1969 at 8 P.M., Commitiee members present were Jesus Cam-
acho, William Flores, Jr. and Jose C.(wintanilla. Honorable Antonic M. Palomo,
President of the Convention, was also present. Representatives from the St. Jude,
St. Anthony and Far East Island Mission Schools were guests for the meeting.

The main topic of the meeting was the guestion of govermment aid to paro-
chial schools. The principle of "separation of church and state" became evident
from the outset of the discussion. Reflections of the major comments expressed
during the meeting follows in a sequential dialogue:

Paul Nelson (Far Fast Island Mission):
‘1. Absolubte separation of church and state
2. The Baptist Church has not been receiving funds for books, lun‘hes,
bussing or any other type of aid,
3. The move today is to also pay the salaries of the private schools.
L. Cites the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and the Organic
Act of Guam to support his argument.

Sister Caroline (8%t. Jude School):
1. Every religion has its own school.
2, The ald to parochial education is to benefit the students as
citizens and as tax payers! children.
3. Everyone hes the right to go to school.

Sister Mary Gerard (S%. Anthony's School):
l. The issue is not a question of where to divert the funds but
rather where the fund should go.
2., (n Guam, the public schools will eventually take over, but it
is not yet adequate.

M¥r, Lowell Hagley (Far Dast Island Mission):
1. The govermment is not obligated to provide funds to education.
2. Or should the govermment tzke over?

Sister Mary Gerard (St. Anthony):
1. The Founding Fathers did not mean to deprive funds to education
ag this is 2 right to sguel opportunity in education.

Mr. Lowell Hagley (FEIM):
1. Supvosing that there is a priority of Catholics over other stu-
denvs at the Catholic schools?

Sister Mary Gerard (St. Anthony):
1. "Our policy has always been on 2 first come first serve basis.”



Mr, Paul Nelson (FEIM):
1. "hat will happen if the parochial schools close dovm?”
2., "Mhat's the issue?®
3. '"To give the government lesser obligations and load?®
h. Uo, to help the sectarians only.
5. Not every parochial school feels that it's been discriminated upon.

Sister Caroline (St. Jude):
1., It is the duty of the goverrment to protect the rights of children...
the right to choose.

Paul Nelson (FETM):
1, The goverrment gives the pzrenits the right to choose schools,

Sister Caroline (St. Jude):
1., This is a right by nature.

Sister lVary Gerard {St. Anthony):
1. The right will be impaired if refused.
2. "The goverrment is not to support one church over the others.”
3., "Ihis is the way I interpret the Constitution.®

Rev. Fr. Arnold (Pastor of Sinzjanz)s

1. One of the two things to keep in mind is that the Founding Fathers
supported education.

2. The second thing is that the tyne of help .to education vhat is knowm
to the public today did not exist then,..the public school system did
not start until 186L.

3. The Orgenic Act is much nore restricted than the Constltumlor.

L. With education, there is a need for meordl guidance, training, good
conduct...of which are all part of religion,

5. There is the argument that pupils become betier citizens by attending
the privete schools.

6. Tt can't be interprebted that no aid be given to any schools as the
Founding Fathers themselves could not forsee the future nor .did they
have any adiea what they are like today.

Chairman Ada:
1. ¥Yo State chzll have any discrimination on the basis of color, religion
or race.

Mr. Quintanilla:
1. "Do both sects represented tonight accept applicants on a first come
Tirst serve basis?

The sisters and lr. ¥elson replied that it is so.

lir. Quintenilla inguired as to hor the goverrment could distribute aid te 211
the parochial schools rezardless of anybthinz, He pointed out that on Guam it
is not like in the states and cities. He indicated that he would prefer that
all recipients recelve aid equclly.
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. Helson (FELINM):
1., PHow can the government shzre funds for schools?®
2. It would be best to improve its own system rather than to pour aid
to the privete schools.

Sister Caroline {St. Jude)
1. "hy improve the education of scme people and not others?®

¥r, Jerry ‘Heggle (m*}_
1. frgued that if there had been no private schools from way back, the
Goverrment of Cuam would have been able to provide adequate public
education today.

Sister Yary Cerard (St. Anthony):

1. Tt is nobt a question of which school is larger or the majority or who
is To get the fund, bub Vo get an equal share for all children to be
educated regardless of which school they abttend.

Chairman Ada:
1. "How aboub the moral, Christian and reiifious factors? To be better
citizens. There is a need for cons:s_deratlon for a1l religions concerned,

Rev. Fr, Arnold:
1. Students who wish will receive religious instructions.
2. 'Religion iz the strongest defense of morality...bwilder of foundation,!

¥r, Lowell Hogley (FIEI) e
1. "There is tonight a difference of views and opirions and we can't agree
here although I'd like to have everyone agree with our side's thinking.

Chairman Ada:

1. "The w1l of 'cbe no j ority prevails if the mights of the minority is
‘protected.”

« Quintariilas
1., "Our purpose bere ‘tonight is to enend the Qrganic %¢%..J..Lo provide
guidelines.

Sister Caroline (St. 'ude)
l. UThe govermment is not fostering religion but the right to education...”

Ir. Quintanilia:
1. *"How can those children deprived of govermnment aid be helped to get
this help?n
2. "/hat is the desirs of the people of Cuam?!
3. "A11 schools should benefit.t

Jerry WigglefFTill):

1. If bus, lunch, funds, etc. were to go to parochial schools and none to
‘the public school system, then the goverrnent need nob provide heip o
efvcation.

2. "If funds were o be eztended, there's =z need to raise the tax dollars to
increase revenres. )

W 3, Tt is an inelieneble might to choose schools of your cholce but nod at

the expense of the ta¥payers,
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Sister Caroline (St. Jude):
1. Used the GI as a classical exemple in going to get his education at the
school of his choice and no one gives any fuss about it.

Sister lary Cerard:
1. Interpretations of the U.S. Constituticn could differ and the two groups
surely diZagree tomight.

Sister Caroline and M, Paul Kelson entertained the difference between privilege
and rights.

Mr. Qquintaniilas
1. "The Federal Covermment does provide funds for children of Federal en-
ployees who go to privete schools."

Sister Mary Gerard (St, Anunorw) :
1. '"Discrimination...is a mentzl block..."

Mr. Paul Melson (FETII): On the State of Hawaii -
1. "The Supreme Court unanimously rejects the argument of public funds being
provicded to bus private school children...it is uncornstitutional.t

2. The Alaska Supreme Courtv follows a similar step.

M. Adas
1. The ma2jor argument for transportation assistance is for the sake of
safety.

Rev, Ir, frnold:
1., The uwnconstitutional :l._'nterp'*euatlon of the zction of the Suvreme Court of
Hayali is that for the state of Hewaii and not for the U.LS.

4 brief discussicn ensued and that whabt were seid and introduced during the
meeting would later be brought before the pecple for their consideration.

Mr. Tony Paleomo:
1. The Convention delegates will go to the villages...people.

Chairman Ada brought the cue='i:.10 of UYAcademic Freedom" before the grouwp for
comments,

Sister Mary Gerard (St. Anthony):
1. Ixnlained that those she expressed tonmight would be those of her ovm and
not the institution that she was representing.

Sister Caroline made a similar statement.

i, Tony Palomo:
1. ‘lhere does one drair the line in case of 2 conflict or difference of
opinion?

2. Te cltec o TV vrogram in which a professor, an anarchist, wes discrin-
inated tpon.
3. There is vo dranr the line on activities afyer wortding hour

g?
pose wWas to bring a reoactlon dn the hone of incorpordiing a guaran
to teachers and all citizens
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Rev, Fr, Armeld:
1, Frcedom (ecaderdie) is restricted o 'beaclu::g Sommunism, Mazisn, ete.
2, The U.5. Consiituticn can bz changed tomorrow by any means excent thra
force or to overthrow the U.3. Govermment.

« There is o 1irdd os vo wliet is indecent.
Sister Caroline:(St. Jude)
t zn bz abused,
‘tion has the principies and the law takes care of the zbuse.
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Torny Palome:
1. Academic freedom is not absolube,

Rev. ¥r, Lvnpld:
1., Acadenic Ireedon is to seek the truth,

Paul Helson:
i. "On the Ireedom to assoclate; I'™m going to Leave to dake the fresdom to
cigassociate.” Tith that, 1. Melson lefi the room.

Pev, ¥Fr. Lrnolcs
1. "Freeden of Azsociation® is c.__.i‘event from the "Freedom of Asssambly.!
2; FHe ment.oned Joe lamath'!s (imerican Football Laegue) as one ho has been
tagzed to be guilty by associction.

Yeeting adjournsd at 9:40 P,M,

Chairman: Q x.,-_:,a;'fj? -:! . C{"_,QJ_

O JOSEFH F. ADA
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Recorded byr dyf el 1. 4.\.:’,{7_‘2 &,u.,z{
ANTONIC R. DELA CRUZ J




